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Wise Tory budgeting braces
for end of Whitehall support

IT'S BEEN a financially challenging year for councils
across Britain and there are rough seas ahead.

In Fareham, it’s brought out the best of Conservative bud-
geting and wisest spending of your money.

Against the odds, we kept Fareham’s council tax to almost
the lowest in England for many years with zero rises, while
maintaining services with declining government support.

In his 2017-18 budget speech, Council Leader Sean
Woodward said another low rate had been achieved with a
modest £5 a year rise for Band D properties.

The average home in Fareham is band C, so Borough
Council services will cost them just 1p extra per day.

But in 2019, all government
revenue support will cease

business rates.

Your prudent Conservative TOTAL £1,512.62 (+£65.06)
Council anticipated this and

WHAT BAND D PROPERTIES WILL PAY
and we'll be left on our own to Fareham Borough Council £150.22 (+£5)
generate sources of income, Hampshire County Council £1,133.10 (+£53.82)
plus what we can get from Hampshire Fire and Rescue £63.84 (+£1.24)
Hampshire Police and Crime Commissioner £165.46 (+£5)

laid plans to generate income from property investment.

He said: “Only £6.3m of our £48m annual budget comes
from council tax, so the Borough Council relies heavily on
income from fees, charges and commercial investments.

“Days of living off income from cash investments are past
with interest rates at record lows, so we began buying com-
mercial property with good solid tenants (Tesco, Sains-
bury’s, Specsavers etc) providing a much better income.

“The commercial portfolio generates a 6% return and the
buildings remain an asset to sell if the capital is needed.

“75% of the portfolio value is in Fareham. Recent acqui-
sitions include Halfords, PC World, Argos and Dunelm at
Park Gate and a commercial
building for Universal Tool and
roduction at Daedalus.
“Millions of pounds annually
re now being generated and
very £60,000 is equivalent to
round 1% off the council tax
il.”

Fareham has lots to look forward to during the year ahead

We welcome a well-known
hotel chain that will bring a
long overdue hotel to the
town centre.

We have exciting ideas for
making the centre a vibrant
place and have put together
some draft plans.

But we’d like your ideas
on how we can improve it.

Modest savings will come
from moving Fareham To-
day magazine online.

We will now be publishing
more frequent, shorter edi-
tions on our website.

If you'd still like a copy
posted through your door or
to receive email alerts you
can sign up.

A splendid new play area
will open in the summer at
Holly Hill, Sarisbury.

School children are col-
lecting items to put into a
time capsule which will be
buried there for 25 years.

It will add to the highly
successful £9m Leisure
Centre.

This year marks the 100th
anniversary of flying at
Daedalus, the former Fleet
Air Arm HQ.

We've looked at its history
and will be holding an event
in the summer for the com-
munity to mark this historic
milestone.

More details later.

Fareham Library to re-open soon after digital age updating

A MAJOR revamp is un-
der way at Fareham’s
| 1 busy library, which is
] temporarily closed.

The main feature of the
"L work will see the installa-
i tion of a digi lab.

It will be equipped with
IT and coding tools to en-
courage the public, particularly teenagers and young adults,
to learn new skills.

It should reopen by mid April, but the digi lab may have to
open a few weeks later so volunteers can be trained to work
alongside digital champions.

The children’s library is being extended and a library café
will be created, although this, too, will not open until a pro-
gramme of developments has been set up to encourage
new customers.

County Councillor Peter Latham said: “This refurbishment
to an already busy library will hopefully encourage many
more users to take advantage of the excellent facilities be-
ing updated.”

Almost England’s lowest district council tax - thanks to CONSERVATIVES
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Electoral division changes
Boundaries are changing for the
county elections in May and it af-
fects our ward more than any other.

Craigbank Court remains in the
Fareham Town Division.

Fareham Crofton will cover the
area from Peak Lane, along Long-
field Avenue to Bishopsfield Road,
back to The Avenue and then to
Peak Lane using the odd numbers
in The Avenue.

The line then goes to the round-
about at the bottom of Rowans Way
at its junction with Longfield Avenue.

Flats and houses in Bishopsfield
Road remain in Fareham South, but
the rest of Fareham West becomes
part of Fareham Titchfield Division.

Animal care award

Fareham received a Gold Award
from the RSPCA for the high qual-
ity of animal care in the Borough,
as part of their Community Animal
Welfare Footprint (CAWF) awards.

Masked mayoral ball
There’s a different theme for this
year’s Mayor’s Charity Ball — guests
will have to wear masks.
It will be at Ferneham Hall on March
31 with music from Sounds Alive.
Tickets cost £45 each or £40 if you
make up a table for 10 and can be
obtained from the Mayor’s Office on
01329 824303.

Westbury Manor revamp

Work is taking place to transform
Westbury Manor Museum into a
‘vibrant cultural centre’ with £583.000
being spent its revamp.

Fareham Council is contributing the
major sum of £483,000, Hampshire
Cultural Trust will give £100,000 with
the County Council providing architec-
tural input.

The ground floor will be transformed
into a cultural space with pop-up ex-
hibitions and the railings on the front
courtyard removed to create a garden
patio.

Only a CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL can deliver the goods year after year

Upgraded play area delights children

FIFTY parents and children attended
the launch of the new play equipment
at Blackbrook Park.

Floor graphics, an inclusive roundabout,
trim train and pick-up sticks had been
added.

Councillor Leslie Keeble, pictured with
some of the children and Simon Wright
from HAGS SMP who installed the equip-
ment, said:

“These additional features were decided
following consultation with the parents,
children and neighbours.”

Court.

DISABLED Brian Legg is grate-
ful for the efforts of Councillor
Leslie Keeble and Fareham
Council’s housing department
in enabling his move into a new
ground floor flat in Stevenson

Initially, Brian experienced a few
snags with electric sockets and
his phone not connected.

But his major concern is the
‘wet room’ floor where showering
directs the water away from the
drain hole to the toilet area.
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Brian is grateful for help getting a new home

Other flats of the 17 built have
the same problem, but builders
Bloor Homes hope to solve it by

placing a lip around the shower

i garden to sit in the sun.

And he’s now only 3 minutes
away from the shopping arcade
on his scooter.

He said: “It is saving a lot of
money as | had to pay for a taxi to

town from my former home in Meadowbank Road.”

- BEHIND the door of this pictur-
esque Wendy house lies a story
of heroism that saved thousands
of lives in World War 2.

When Commander John Ouvry
(inset above) and his wife Lorna bought Somerfields
in Peak Drive, Fareham in 1937 they had it built in the
orchard, hoping for a daughter.

But they ended up with 4 boys, who had just as
much fun playing in the Wendy house with its clay-

tiled roof, chimney, fireplace and yellow shutters.
Those carefree days were overshadowed when
World War 2 broke out on September 3, 1939 and 6
weeks later John Ouvry found himself wading through
the mud at Shoeburyness in the Thames estuary to
an appointment with instant death or everlasting glory.
A German seaplane had dropped two magnetic
mines by parachute, which lay exposed at low tide.
The Royal Navy was desperate to discover the se-
cret of these weapons which had already claimed two
destroyers and 24 merchantmen in inshore waters
and put the newly commissioned cruiser HVIS Belfast
out of action for the next 3 years.
The mines were triggered by magnetic

rifyingly slow gallantry over the next 12 hours, Com-
mander Ouvry deactivated and defused the mine
(pictured below), allowing counter measures to be
taken to protect shipping.

His bravery was rewarded with the DSO from King
George VI, who went to HMS Vernon in Portsmouth
to decorate him and others in the team.

John Ouvry died in 1993 aged 96, but his story holds
special signficance for current owners of Somerfields
lan and Ann Gray (pictured), who got workmen to
move the Wendy house into their garden when they
sold the orchard. It had to be repaired after the great
storm of 1987 when a tree fell on the roof.

The Grays met John Ouvry who remained

influence, as opposed to direct contact or
acoustics,.

Here was the only chance they might get
to find out and with ice-cool nerves and ter-

an honorary member of Fareham Rotary
Club after moving to the New Forest.

“He came back to the house for tea. What
® | a lovely, unassuming man,” said lan.

Building work brings muddy
nightmare to Abbey Road
! T .

ABBEY ROAD residents are angry after
on-going building work left a muddy mess
in the street and destroyed verges.

Buillders started converting a resident’s loft
in early November and hadn’t finished by the
time we went to print.

Meantime, work started in the street to re-
place a gas main, causing more disruption.

People said the gas men were ‘excellent’

Wartime service with the RAF | Support the Hub appeal [#5% & g | an repaired and re-seeded the damaged
Ko 2 & - verge, but Apex Loft Conversions’ vehicles
A WELL-RESPECTED resident of Abbeyfield Drive has HIGHLANDS HUB is a thriving centre for the commu- ?”% ' : con%inued topchew up the grass.
died, aged 98. __ nity to meet and socialise. g e & The lady most affected asked Councillor
Leslie Joseph Carr was stationed with RAF Bomber Com- Although it was set up with £50,000 grants from Fare- | & & HIeHANDS G ¢ Leslie Keeble what could be done to stop
mand in Egypt in World War 2, where he helped to build ham Borough and Hampshire County Councils, it relies on| £ e vehicles parking and driving on the verge.
airfields and maintain aircraft. public support for day-to-day running. - :fw" 3 “The churned-up grass is an eyesore and
He met his wife, Kate, who died in 2014, at the RAF Club Among the activities are a drop-in centre, mums and et 7 . # | 1 would be happy to pay to have ‘stacks’ put
after the war. He was a mechanical engineer, she a secre- toddlers and knitting groups and there is a private meeting|® = ‘& KEEIF’;:,’ESERE £ | inwhich I'm told can be done by Hampshire
tary and they worked at Plessey after moving to Fareham. room, plus free use of computers and WiFi. i b '; .4 | County Council,” she stated.
They are survived by their son, David, daughter Diane, 3 Councillors Leslie Keeble and Tina Ellis hope this poster|. <"t : Councillor Keeble said: “I have taken up the
grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren. Leslie Carr produced by the centre will encourage more support. 0@{- @ Y issue with Hampshire Highways.”
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS COUNTY COUNCILLORS COME AND JOIN US
Fareham West Fareham Town If you support Conservative principles
i Leslie Keeble Tina Ellis Peter Latham Chris Matthews

"% 173b Highlands Road

3 Fareham PO15 5PR
W Tel: 01329 845339

: email: lkeeble@fareham.
gov.uk

WE SERVE YOU ALL

173A Highlands Road
Fareham PO15 5PR
Tel: 01329 843936
email: tellis@fareham.
gov.uk
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hants.gov.uk
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Posbrook Gardens
Titchfield PO14 4HD
Tel: 01329 843267
| email: peter.latham@

4 Greyfriars Road
Fareham PO15 5PD
Tel: 01329 481053
email: chris.matthews @
hants.gov.uk

Whether you voted for us or not, your Conservative councillors promise the highest standards of service to eve-
ryone in the community. Contact us any time and we’ll respond personally within 48 hours.

and would like to vote to select your
Council and Parliamentary candidates,
to attend social and political events
or help us by delivering InTouch in
your street, then why not join Fareham
West Branch of Fareham Conservative
Association? Please phone Leslie
Keeble on 01329 845339.
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A clear plan for
Brexit and an
economy that works

The Prime Minister has set
out a bold plan for a global
Britain.

It contains
12 objectives
including
controlling
our own laws,
strengthen-
ing the Union,
controlling im-
migration, protecting workers’
rights, free trade with European
markets and new trade agree-
ments with other countries.

After a Parliamentary vote
and debate, Article 50 will be
triggered, enabling the formal
process of withdrawal to begin.
All of this is set against a
backdrop of the lowest unem-
ployment in 10 years, the UK
being the fastest growing G7
economy, the deficit cut by two
thirds and Global businesses
like Nissan and Google invest-
ing in the UK since the Refer-
endum to create even more jobs
here.

The UK’s strength will ensure
that we can deal with the chal-

Suella

FERNANDES MP for Fareham

lenge ahead!

FAREHAM CONSTITUENCY NEWS

Progress on Fareham Community Hospital
We need to use Fareham Community Hospital better.
That’s why I set up The Fareham Community Hospital

Taskforce (pictured) last year.

The local CCG has now agreed to a pilot project which
will enable the hospital to be used by more healthcare
providers and will create a more centralised management
system to help patients make better use of this valuable

local asset.

Office of National Statistics visit Parliament

I was delighted to welcome Fareham’s team from the Of-

fice of National Statistics to the Houses of Parliament.
We had a good discussion on the impact of the Digital

Economy Bill related to the work that the ONS does.

Speaking up for Southern Rail commuters
The Southern Rail strikes have affected many rail com-
muters in Fareham. They are totally unacceptable, when
there are no jobs at stake, no pay cuts and no safety impli- |
cations of the new driver-operated doors.
I raised the issue in Parliament with the Transport Secre- g
tary, Chris Grayling, who urged the Rail Unions to call off [
strikes and come back to the negotiating table.

InTouch is published by

Councillor Pam Bryantand Fareham Con

Hundreds flock to Ferneham Hall for
Apprentice Fair|

EQUIPPING Fareham’s young
people with skills and know-how is
crucial to ensuring that they thrive P
in the workplace, build expertise x
and boost business.

I am passionate about apprentice-
ships as a means of empowering the
next generation and was delighted to
hold my second Apprenticeships Fair
in Ferneham Hall in January.

Hundreds of school pupils, sixth Suella discusses the fair with Saab Seaeye apprentlces

formers and job-seekers attended the  Jack Burgess (left) and Zach Coates.
day event, kindly sponsored by Segen-

sworth-based manufacturers, Saab Seaeye.

With over 30 organisations represented,
covering the IT, engineering, aerospace,
marine, health services, care, military, naval
and charitable sectors, visitors met employ-
ers, apprentices and learnt more about train-
ing and jobs.

Throughout the day, workshops were held
at the Careers Hub on CV preparation, inter-

view skills and presentation.
By the end of the whole day, some people
even left with an offer of an interview!
Suella said:
“Thanks to all
sponsors and CONTACT SUELLA
companies who
made the event 14 East Street
possible.” Fareham PO16 OBN
Tel: 01329 233 573
www.suellafernandes.co.uk

Surgery dates
| will hold surgeries at differ-
ent venues across Fareham.
Please call to arrange an ap-
pointment to meet me.

Keep up to date
To stay up to date with all of
my recent visits and speech-
es in Parliament please sign
up to my newsletter at www.
suellafernandes.co.uk/con-
tact

Arrange a tour
| am happy to arrange tours
of the Palace of Westminster
for groups of my constitu-
ents.
To book please contact my
office with a minimum of
three months' notice, as they
are very popular.

rvative org.uk
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