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Fareham planning nightmare: ‘Events out of our control’
PLANNERS are tearing their hair out  
after another Whitehall U-turn sent 
the housing element of the current 
Fareham Draft Local Plan to the shred-
der.

Executive Member for Planning and De-
velopment Simon Martin said: “We are 
being penalised by events out of our con-
trol.”  

The Plan went out for consultation just 
before Christmas after the Council ap-
proved an earlier Government change-
around allowing a lower number of houses.

Two days before the consultation closed,  
the Government moved the goal posts 

again, reverting from 2018 to 2014 figures  
for estimating housing growth.

Councillor Martin said: “Consequently, 
Fareham’s annual housing need has been 
confirmed as 508 homes per year, as op-
posed to 403 homes per year that the 
Publication Local Plan was based upon.  

“We must now revisit the housing re-
quirement, amendments will need to be 
put forward and also to consider the re-
sponses received from the consultation. 

“Additional sites required to deliver the 
higher number of houses will be included 
in an amended version of the Local Plan.” 

Fareham has to submit annual figures on 

housing completions over the last 3 years, 
but fewer houses have been completed 
against the Government’s requirements.

Government added 20% to the 5-year 
housing targets and required preparation 
of a Housing Delivery Action Plan.

The Council  couldn’t meet the target 
due to being unable to issue planning con-
sents for 2 years due to the impact of ni-
trates on the Solent.  Simon Martin added:

 “We are lobbying Government hard to 
ensure they support us. Despite our best 
efforts to issue planning permissions and 
proceed with the Local Plan, we are being 
penalised by events out of our control.” 

Wise Tories had cash jab ready
to ward off Covid tax hike
SIDE EFFECTS from Covid-19 
played havoc with Fareham’s financ-
es, leading to the worst budgetary 
situation in two decades and threat 
of a council tax hike.
But the wise Conservative adminis-

tration had an antidote ready for rainy 
days – and pandemics.
Prudent investments and careful han-

dling of the coffers had built up a ‘vac-
cine’ of reserves, so £2m was available 
to inject into the budget to relieve the 
pain in taxpayers’ pockets.
Fareham Borough Council’s tax increase for Fareham’s 44,000 

homes is just 1p per day and the result for the average home stays 
at less than £3 per week for all Council services. 
“This remains almost the lowest in the country,” said Council 

Leader Seán Woodward, recalling that in 1999 Conservatives in-
herited a huge deficit from the previous administration.

‘Toughest by far’  
“Now we are in a similar situation.  This is the 22nd budget that 

I have presented to the Council and it was the toughest by far.  
“The economy of this country has been decimated by the Co-

vid-19 pandemic and Fareham Borough Council, like every family 
and business, has not been immune to the turbulence.
“Thankfully, due to Conservatives’ financial prudence that we 

have practised over two decades, we have been able to weather 
the financial hurricane.  
“The Council has paid over £45m to businesses in the Borough 

for Covid hardship by way of grants and business rate reliefs.”

 To Fareham’s precept will be added 
the much larger Hampshire County 
Council precept and that from the Po-
lice & Crime Commissioner and Fire & 
Rescue Service.
Overall income from council tax of 

£7.5m represents just 15% of the bud-
get to deliver all services costing over 
£48m.  Other income is realised from 
fees and charges such as rents arising 
from the Council’s £64m commercial 
property portfolio, car parking charges, 
hire of sports pitches etc.

There is also a capital programme over the next 5 years of £86m.  
Subject to necessary viability studies, we plan to invest: 

•£10m for building new council houses
•£15m for improving existing council houses
•£6.5m for acquiring new council houses
•£12m for a new arts and entertainment facility – 
  Fareham Live
•£7m investment in improving Fareham’s two leisure centres
•£0.5m for playground improvements
•£2.5m for disabled adaptation grants
•£10m for investment in Solent Airport @ Daedalus 
  including new buildings for businesses and jobs
•£6m for car parking improvements across the Borough

Councillor Woodward added: “I am grateful to our residents 
for stepping up during these tough times to help friends, 
neighbours and strangers.  Our Borough is one amazing com-
munity.”



Blocked drains bring
flood havoc to
Abbeyfield Drive

THESE distressing scenes were 
pictured in Abbeyfield Drive which 
flooded after drains were completely 
overrun by heavy rain.
Residents turned out to try to prevent 

flood water advancing along their drives 
and into their garages.
Councillor Tina Ellis was able to identify 

suppliers who still had sandbags available
She said: “Being private property, this 

is down to the homeowners and their 
insurance companies, but the problem 
appeared to result from blocked drains 
on the highway.
“I advised multiple residents to report 

via Hampshire Highways’ website and 
put in a formal log to them as your local 
councillor.
“I was pleased to be informed as soon 

as the drainage clearance had been 
completed. 
“Happily, after visiting several times 

since during torrential rain to check the 
progress, there has been no recurrence 
of the levels seen in the photographs.” 

WEST WARD Councillor Tina 
Ellis says she’s privileged to be 
the point of contact for residents, 
but she cannot deal with all their 
problems,
She said: “Many are about Hamp-

shire County Council issues and 
these should be directed to our 
local Hampshire County Councillors, 
currently Geoff Hockley (Titchfield 
Division) and Pal Hayre (Crofton 
Division).  
“The Council cannot go on to 

private property to deal with over-

growth as this is the responsibility 
of the owner/landlords and this has 
been the subject of many discussions 
with several residents.  
“However, if there are problems 

with neighbouring properties and 
you feel you need assistance, we do 
have a team who assist with potential 
disputes and offer mediation for low 
level issues.”
The Council website is a useful 

source of information www.fareham.
gov.uk/housing/existing_tenants/asbe-
haviour.aspx

Are you registered?
Three elections will be held on Thurs-
day, May 6 – for Fareham Borough and 
Hampshire County Councils and Hamp-
shire Police & Crime Commissioner.
Councillor Tina Ellis stresses that 

everybody who’s eligible should make 
sure they are registered.
You can find more information and 

guidelines on how to vote at the 
Electoral Commission’s and Fareham 
Borough Council’s websites.
Tina added: “We hope you will support 

the Conservatives on polling day.”

Keep up to date
Tina Ellis urges residents who wish to 
remain informed to sign up to the Bor-
ough Council’s website Press releases, 
also found on the FBC Facebook Page.   
See www.fareham.gov.uk/ for access to 

the Press releases and so much more to 
stay informed about your Borough.

Highway work
Discussions are ongoing with HCC on 
the state of some of our highways and 
pathways in Fareham West.
Councillor Tina Ellis said: “We are 

pleased to see that some areas have 
seen the benefit of HCC Resilience 
planning with renewal of paving, notably 
in Woodvale off Oak Road and other 
minor works around the ward. 

Left out
After talking to pet owners while 
walking her dogs,  Tina Ellis learned 
that veterinary surgeons and nurses 
were not classified with ‘critical worker 
status’,  despite having previously been 
designated as such.  
“This leaves these key workers with-

out the opportunity of sending their 
children to school and subsequently 
unable to perform their duties at their 
surgeries, despite being an ‘essential 
service’,” she said. 
She alerted Fareham MP and  Attorney 

General Suella Braverman QC to the 
omission and Suella promptly informed 
DEFRA.
“We trust this anomaly will soon be 

rectified,” said Tina.

Different issues, different councils
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College set for Covid tests

Tina helps to tackle fallen tree

Whether you voted for us or not, your Conservative councillors promise the highest standards of service to everyone in 
the community. Contact us any time and we’ll respond personally within 48 hours.

PAL HAYRE
52 Gosport Road
Stubbington PO14 2AN
Tel: 01329 668590 (home)
07941 969 429 (mobile)
email: pal.hayre@hants.gov.uk

 BOROUGH COUNCILLOR
Fareham West

COUNTY COUNCILLORS
Fareham Crofton                         Fareham Titchfield

COME AND JOIN US
If you support Conservative principles and 
would like to vote to select your Council 
and Parliamentary candidates, to attend social 
and political events or help us by deliv-
ering InTouch in your street, then why 
not join Fareham West Branch of Fareham 
Conservative Association? Please phone Tina 
on 01329 843936.

GEOFF HOCKLEY
27 Heath Lawns
Fareham PO15 5QB
Tel: 01329 287365
email: geoff.hockley@hants.gov.uk

WE SERVE YOU ALL

TINA ELLIS
173a Highlands Road
Fareham PO15 5PR
Tel: 01329 843936
email: tellis@fareham.gov.uk

TINA ELLIS sprang 
into action after 
a gale blew a tree 
across Blackbrook 
Road, almost 
blocking it.

Councillor Ellis said: 
“Between being in-
formed and report-

ing it to Hampshire County Council, a commu-
nity-minded couple had begun clearing the tree 
with a chainsaw and, with suitable distancing, the 
three of us continued to clear the highway. “ 

Tina brought brooms from home to get the 

carriageway 
cleared so 
there were 
no remain-
ing hazards 
to drivers. 

She add-
ed: “It took 
some time for the debris to be finally cleared 
from the verge,  but after I informed HCC of the 
potential hazards to pedestrians and vehicles and 
sight lines from Blackbrook Park,  it was then 
quickly dealt with leaving just the stump to be 
removed.”

PARKING on grass verges continues 
to create problems in West Ward.
Councillor Tina Ellis says she is continu-

ally dealing with the issue.
“We ask residents and their visitors/

workmen to respect the signs and refrain 
from this. 
“Dragons’ teeth are usually installed 

after consultation with Hampshire High-
ways on particularly troublesome areas, 
but some residents have taken their own 
measures with posts or stones.

Tina Ellis added: 
“I would urge you 
to consider looking 
into extending 
your dropped kerb 
if this damage is 
through accessing 
your driveway.  
“With a little care 

and consideration in parking we can all 
help to alleviate this problem and help re-
turn verges to their greener, level states.”

 ‘Respect grass verges’ plea

Residents’ opinions differ over Fishers Hill traffic ban
EIGHTY percent of residents support permanent mea-
sures to stop drivers using Fishers Hill.
It is currently closed temporarily, with access only for resi-

dents and deliveries.
And most locals are delighted the lane is now much safer 

and a pleasure to walk along.
But Councillor Tina Ellis has had concerns raised. She said:
“Getting out of Highands Road onto the A27 is a nightmare 

and people often do three point turns in the road with it be-
ing so congested.  
“It’s extremely dangerous and only a matter of time before 

there is a nasty accident.  
“Residents of mine going to Abbey Farm at the bottom of 

Fishers Hill were confronted with glaring pedestrians who 
refused to get out of the middle of the road.
“Cycling it, too, has become hazardous due to pedestrians 

meandering with their dogs and children, and residents have 

been parking in the road.
Hampshire County Council says it was set up as an emer-

gency measure in line with Government advice to promote 
walking, cycling and social distancing during the pandemic.
And it has been a great success. Between August and No-

vember, when surveys were undertaken, the average number 
of people walking on the hill had increased 338% and cycling 
was up 50%.
HCC says to reduce maintenance, such as moving the bar-

riers each week for refuse vehicle access, it will replace the 
barriers with a temporary gate, or similar, that can be oper-
ated by the refuse driver.  
“In the late spring we plan to undertake a public consulta-

tion to seek people’s views on the scheme.  
“The temporary gates (or similar) will be in the same place 

as the current mass barriers, with space at the side for people 
to walk/cycle/horse ride straight through.”

Fishers Hill has reverted to being a quiet, picturesque 
country lane.

THE Council introduced rapid community testing for 
people with no coronavirus symptoms, but who need 
to leave home for work from February 22.
A total of 11 community testing sites are to be opened 

in Hampshire and Fareham College has been selected as 
the community testing site for the Borough.  
Tests are now up and running, but nyone experiencing 

Covid-19 symptoms should not attend a community test-
ing site but instead book a test at nhs.uk/coronavirus or 
by calling 119.  
Book a test at https://www.hants.gov.uk/testing-no-

symptoms



  Website: www.farehamconservatives.org.uk    Email:  farehamconservatives@gmail.com
Published by Fareham West Conservatives,14 East Street, Fareham PO16 0BN. Printed by Cedar Group, Unit 3 Triton Centre, Premier Way, Abbey Park Industrial Estate, Romsey SO51 9DJ

WANT TO to help good causes and 
be in with a chance of winning up to 
£25,000?
Then buy a ticket  for Fareham’s new 

Community Lottery which is now live 
online with draws taking place every Sat-
urday, having started on March 13.
Tickets are on sale at £1 each, of which 

40p will go to one of 55  local charities 
that have registered to take part.
When you buy a ticket, you can choose 

which charity you want to support.
Funding was awarded to set it up to 

One Community, whose Chief Executive, 
Jean Roberts-Jones, said it had been made 
possible through hard work by volunteers.

“This scheme will help provide vital 
support to good causes which have been 
hard hit by the pandemic and it’s lovely to 
be able to offer a positive, simple way for 
them to increase their income and contin-
ue to support people in every generation 
from our local area.”
Fareham Council’s Executive Member 

for Leisure and Community Councillor
Sue Bell said: “I am pleased our Communi-
ty Lottery tickets are now available to buy 
and would like to thank One Community 
for their efforts in setting it up. 
“ With 55 good causes registered to 

benefit from the scheme, every ticket 
purchased will contribute to the fantastic 
work they do across our Borough. 
“I sincerely hope that Fareham residents 

will show their support now that tickets 
are on sale.”
Tickets can only be bought online, either 

at www.farehamlottery.co.uk or by visiting 
Fareham Community Lottery facebook 
page.

Win up to £25,000 on Fareham’s Community Lottery
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Raising 
money for 
good causes 
in Fareham

Win cash 
prizes up to 

£25,000

For more information or  
to buy a ticket visit  
www.farehamlottery.org.uk
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4 InTouch with Westminster

SuellaI know that many people are strug-
gling with covid restrictions. 
However, I sincerely believe that 

2021 will be a year of recovery and success for us. 
With Brexit finally done, this Conservative Gov-

ernment fulfilled its major promise to the British 
people, securing a historic deal with the EU which 
takes back control of our borders, laws, money 
and trade restoring our political and economic 
independence. 
We have also delivered one of the most com-

prehensive economic responses in the world to 
support jobs and businesses during the pandemic, 
providing over £280bn in jobs support-including 
protecting 12 million jobs through the furlough 
and self-employed schemes. 
Together, we are beating Covid. 
Please note that I am on maternity leave until 

September following the birth of my daughter. My 
office remains fully functional and I continue to 
serve Fareham residents through my Proxy Vote in 
Parliament and representation to Ministers in the 
usual manner.’

CONTACT SUELLA
14 East Street, Fareham PO16 0BN
Tel: 01329 233573
Email: suella@suellabraverman.co.uk
Facebook: fb.com/SuellaBraverman

Looking forward to a year
of success and recovery

BRAVERMAN  MP for Fareham
BUILDING on my recent 
visit to the Royal South 
Hants Hospital in South-
ampton to meet the team 
behind the Hampshire Re-
search Hub, I am delighted 
that we as a nation have 
now passed the 15 million 
vaccinations milestone. 
At the time of writing, the 

UK was the first country in 
the world to approve the 
Pfizer/Biontec vaccine and 
is one of the global lead-
ers in its roll-out of the 
vaccine. 
I know I speak for many people 

in Fareham in paying tribute to the 
front-line NHS staff and volun-
teers who have helped to vaccinate 
thousands of local people at sites 
like Fareham Community Hospital, 
Brook Lane Surgery, Portches-
ter Practice and Village Pharmacy.  
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight is 

also one of the leading Partnerships 
in the South East and the country, 
issuing over 100,000 doses in one 
week alone. 
Community First are providing a 

safe, accessible and Covid-secure 
transport option for people in need. 
For more information see www.

cfirst.org.uk/transport/community-
transport-to-vaccinations. 

Suella at the Hampshire Vaccination Research 
Hub with Team Leader Professor Saul Faust and 
East Hampshire MP Damian Hinds.

ELECTRICITY is flowing between 
France and England as the massive sub-
Channel project powers up.
Interconnexion France-Angleterre 2 

(IFA2) was tested successfully in De-
cember and has now moved to a 90-day 
operational phase.
In this Phase they can transfer low 

carbon electricity between the UK 
and France using IFA2’s full capacity of 

1000-megawatts – enough energy to 
power 1 million British homes.  
By importing low carbon electricity from 

France they estimate that within one year, 
the project will prevent 1.2 million tonnes 
of CO2 from entering the atmosphere 
which is equivalent to planting 50 million 
trees.
The 127-mile connection from Norman-

dy and surfaces south of Solent Airport at 

Daedalus and goes on to a large converter 
station north east of the airfield.
From there, 11/2 miles of underground 

cables link it to the National Grid at Chill-
ing, near Warsash.

French connection powers into UK homes 


